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Background Of The Invention 



This invention relates generally to oil and gas exploration, and in particular to forming 
and repairing wellbore casings to facilitate oil and gas exploration. 

During oil exploration, a wellbore typically traverses a number of zones within a 
subterranean formation. Wellbore casings are then formed in the wellbore by radially 
expanding and plastically deforming tubular members that are coupled to one another 
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by threaded connections. Existing methods for radially expanding and plastically 
deferring tubular members coupled to one another by threaded connections are not 
always reliable or produce satisfactory results. In particular, the threaded connections 
can be damaged during the radial expansion process. 

The present invention is directed to overcoming one or more of the limitations of the 
ex.st.ng processes for radially expanding and plastically deforming tubular members 
coupled to one another by threaded connections. 

Summary of the Invention 
According to one aspect of the present invention, an apparatus for radially expanding 
and plastically deforming an expandable tubular member is provided that includes an 
upper tubular support member defining a first passage, one or more cup seals coupled 
to the exterior surface of the upper tubular support member for sealing an interface 
between the upper tubular support member and the expandable tubular member an 
upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member comprising- a 
tubular base coupled to the upper tubular support member, and a plurality of cam arms 
extending from the tubular base in a downward longitudinal direction, each cam arm 
defining an inclined surface, a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved 
w.th the cam arms of the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the tubular 
support member, a lower tubular support member defining a second passage fluidicly 
coupled to the first passage releasably coupled to the upper tubular support member 
and a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising- a 
tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and a plurality of cam arms 
extend.ng from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal direction, each cam arm 
definmg an inclined surface that mates with the inclined surface of a corresponding one 
of the upper expansion cone segments, wherein the cams arms of the upper cam 
assembly are interleaved with and overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly a 
plurahty of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the lower cam 
assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the lower tubular 
support member and mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the 
cam arms of the upper cam assembly, wherein the lower expansion cone segments 
.nterieave and overlap the upper expansion cone segments, and wherein the upper 
and lower expansion cone segments together define an arcuate spherical external 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, a collapsible expansion cone is 
provided that includes an upper cam assembly comprising: a tubular base, and a 
plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality of upper expansion 
cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam assembly, a lower cam 
assembly comprising: a tubular base, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the 
tubular base in an upward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined 
surface that mates with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the upper 
expansion cone segments, wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are 
interleaved with and overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly, a plurality of 
lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the lower cam assembly, 
each lower expansion cone segment mating with the inclined surface of a 
corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly, means for moving the 
upper cam assembly away from the lower expansion cone segments, and means for 
moving the lower cam assembly away from the upper expansion cone segments. 

According to another aspect of the invention, an apparatus for radially expanding and 
plastically deforming an expandable tubular member is provided that includes a tubular 
support member, a collapsible expansion cone coupled to the tubular support member, 
an expandable tubular member coupled to the collapsible expansion cone, means for 
displacing the collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable tubular member, 
and means for collapsing the expansion cone. 

According to another aspect of the invention, a collapsible expansion cone is provided 
that includes an upper cam assembly comprising: a tubular base, and a plurality of cam 
arms extending from the tubular base in a downward longitudinal direction, each cam 
arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality of upper expansion cone segments 
interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam assembly, a lower cam assembly 
comprising: a tubular base, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base 
in an upward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that 
mates with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone 
segments, wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly, a plurality of lower expansion cone 
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Fig. 3a is a fragment cross-sectional i«ustra»n of a portion of the apparatus of Fig 
5 Rg. 3b is a fragmentary cross-seotionai i«ustra«on of a portion of the apparatus of Frg 
Rg^s a fragmentary cress-seotiona, Nation of a portion of the apparatus o, Figs. 

10 

HQ. 4a is a fragmentary cross-sectiona. illustration of a portion of the apparatus of Fig 
15 i?anJ S ir ra9mentary Cr0SS • SeCti0na, »"«"» ° f a Portion of the apparatus of Figs, 
la and' 1 b. fra9mentary CrOSS - SeCti0na ' i,,UStrati0 " « * Potion of the apparatus of Fig, 

20 Figs. 7a-7e are fragmentary cross-sectional and perspective illustrations of the upper 
cam assembly of the apparatus of Figs. 1a and 1b. 

Fig. 7f is a fragmentary cross-sectional illustration of the lower cam assembly of the 
apparatus of Figs. 1a and 1b. V 

25 

Fig, 8a-8d are fragmentary cross-sectiona. and perspective illustrations of one of the 
opperconesegmentsoftheapparatusofFig, 1aand 1b. 

30 7J* ' S 3 f T 9mentary CrOSS - Sectional i,,ustra *>n of one of the lower cone segments 
30 of the apparatus of Figs. 1a and 1 b. ^menxs 



Fig. 9 is a side view of a portion of the apparatus of Figs. 1 a 



and 1b. 
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Fig. 10a is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of a portion of the apparatus of 
F.gs. ia and 1b during the radial expansion of the expandable tubular member. 

5 C 9 Fig°i oa 3 fra9menta,y °°" SeCti ° naI i,,UStrati ° n ° f an ° ther P ° rti0n ° f apparatus 

Rg. 1 la is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of a portion of the apparatus of 
F.gs. 10a and 10b during the adjustment of the expansion cone to a collapsed position. 

10 CFig 1 ?ia 3 fr39mentary ^ SeCfi0na ' i,,UStrafon ° f aTOther P ° rti0n of ,he 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary cross sectiona. illustration of a portion of the apparatus of Figs, 
na and 11b. 
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Fig. 1 3 is a fragmentary cross sectiona. illustration of a portion of the apparatus of Figs 
11a and 11b. 

20 Z' u iS 0088 Sectional i,lus ™°" of a portion of the apparatus of 

20 F,gs. 11aand 11b with the expansion cone in a half collapsed position. 

FIG. 15 is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of a portion of the apparatus of 
Figs. 11 aand11bwiththeexpansionconeinafull y collapsed P o S ition. 

25 Fig. 16 is a side view of a portion of the apparatus of Figs. 10a and 10b. 

Fig. 17a is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of a portion of the apparatus of 

i,ar ;:r b after * e removai of the ~ from * - -~ 
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Fig. m is a fragmentary cross sectional illustration of another portion of the apparatus 
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An end of a lower mandrel 34 defines a recess 34a that mates with, receives, and is 
coupled to the external flange 22c of the upper mandrel 22, a recess 34b that mates 
with, receives, and is coupled to the end of the upper mandrel, a passage 34c, and an 
external flange 34d including circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth 34da on an 
end face of the external flange. Torque pins 36a and 36b further couple the recess 
34a of the end of the lower mandrel 34 to the external flange 22c of the upper mandrel 
22. During operation, the torque pins 36a and 36b transmit torque loads between the 
recess 34a of the end of the lower mandrel 34 and the external flange 22c of the upper 
mandrel 22. 



An upper cam assembly 38 includes a tubular base 38a for receiving and mating with 
the lower mandrel 34 that includes an external flange 38aa, a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth 38b that extend from one end of the 
tubular base in the longitudinal and radial directions for engaging the meshing teeth 
34da of the end face of the external flange 34d of the lower mandrel, and a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced apart cam arms 38c that extend from the other end of the 
tubular base in the opposite longitudinal direction and mate with and receive the lower 
mandrel. During operation, the meshing teeth 34da of the end face of the external 
flange 34d of the lower mandrel 34 transmit torque loads to the meshing teeth 38b of 
the upper cam assembly 38. Each of the cam arms 38c include an inner portion 38ca 
extending from the tubular base 38a that has arcuate cylindrical inner and outer 
surfaces, 38caa and 38cab, a tapered intermediate portion 38cb extending from the 
inner portion that has an arcuate cylindrical inner surface 38cba and an arcuate conical 
outer surface 38cbb. and an outer portion 38cc extending from the intermediate portion 
that has arcuate cylindrical inner and outer surfaces, 38cca and 38ccb. In an 
exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvatures of the arcuate outer cylindrical 
surfaces 38cab are greater than the radius of curvatures of the arcuate outer cylindrical 
surfaces 38ccb. In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvatures of the arcuate 
inner cylindrical surfaces, 38caa, 38cba. and 38cca are equal. 

A lower cam assembly 40 includes a tubular base 40a for receiving and mating with the 
lower mandrel 34 that includes an external flange 40aa, a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced apart meshing teeth 40b that extend from one end of the tubular base in the 
longitudinal and radial directions, and a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart cam 
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arms 40c that extend from the other end of the tubular base in the opposite longitudinal 
direction and mate with and receive the lower mandrel. Each of the cam arms 40c 
include an inner portion 40ca extending from the tubular base 40a that has arcuate 
cylindrical inner and outer surfaces, 40caa and 40cab, a tapered intermediate portion 
40cb extending from the inner portion 40ca that has an arcuate cylindrical inner surface 
40cba and an arcuate conical outer surface 40cbb. and an outer portion 40cc 
extending from the intermediate portion that has arcuate cylindrical inner and outer 
surfaces, 40cca and 40ccb. In an exemplary embodiment, the radius of curvatures of 
the arcuate outer cylindrical surfaces 40cab are greater than the radius of curvatures 
the arcuate outer cylindrical surfaces 40ccb. In an exemplary embodiment, the radius 
of curvatures of the arcuate inner cylindrical surfaces, 40caa, 40cba, and 40cca are 
equal. In an exemplary embodiment, the upper and lower cam assemblies. 38 and 40, 
are substantially identical. In an exemplary embodiment, the cam arms 38c of the 
upper cam assembly 38 interleave the cam arms 40c of the lower cam assembly 40. 
Furthermore, in an exemplary embodiment, the cam arms 38c of the upper cam 
assembly also overlap with the cam arms 40c of the lower cam assembly 40 in the 
longitudinal direction thereby permitting torque loads to be transmitted between the 
upper and lower cam assemblies. 

An end of an upper retaining sleeve 42 receives and is threadably coupled to the 
external flange 34d of the lower mandrel 34 that defines a passage 42a for receiving 
and mating with the outer circumferential surfaces of the external flange 38aa and the 
meshing teeth 38b of the upper cam assembly 38, and an inner annular recess 42b, 
and includes an internal flange 42c for retaining the external flange 38aa of the upper 
cam assembly, and an internal flange 42d at one end of the upper retaining sleeve that 
includes a rounded interior end face. An o-ring seal 44 is received within the annular 
recess 42b for sealing the interface between the upper retaining sleeve 42 and the 
external flange 34d of the lower mandrel 34. A disc shaped shim 43 is positioned 
within the upper retaining sleeve 42 between the opposing end faces of the internal 
flange 42c of the retaining sleeve and the meshing teeth 38b of the upper cam 
assembly 38. 

A plurality of upper expansion cone segments 44 are interleaved among the cam arms 
38c of the upper cam assembly 38. Each of the upper expansion cone segments 44 
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cylindrical surface, the arcuate spherical outer surfaces, 44bbb and 46bbb. of the upper 
and lower expansion cone segments define an contiguous arcuate spherical surface 
and the arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces, 44cb and 46bba, of the upper and lower 
expansion cone segments define a contiguous cylindrical surface. 

An end of a lower retaining sleeve 48 defines a passage 48a for receiving and mating 
w.th the outer circumferential surfaces of the external flange 40aa and the meshing 
teeth 40b of the lower cam assembly 40, and an inner annular recess 48b and 
includes an internal flange 48c for retaining the external flange of the lower cam 
assembly, and an internal flange 48d at one end of the lower retaining sleeve that 
includes a rounded interior end face for mating with the hinge grooves 46 aba of the 
lower expansion cone segments 46 thereby pivotally coupling the lower expansion 
cone segments to the lower retaining sleeve. An o-ring seal 50 is received within the 
annular recess 48b. A disc shaped shim 49 is positioned within the lower retaining 
sleeve 48 between the opposing end faces of the internal flange 48c of the retaining 
sleeve and the external flange 40aa of the lower cam assembly 40. 

In an exemplary embodiment, the arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces 44bba of the upper 
expansion cone segments 44 and the arcuate cylindrical outer surfaces 46cb of the 
lower expansion cone segments 46 are aligned with the outer surface of the upper 
retaining sleeve 42. In an exemplary embodiment, the arcuate cylindrical outer 
surfaces 44cb of the upper expansion cone segments 44 and the arcuate cylindrical 
outer surfaces 46 bba of the lower expansion cone segments are aligned with the outer 
surface of the lower retaining sleeve 48. 

An end of a float shoe adaptor 50 that includes a plurality of circumferentially spaced 
apart meshing teeth 50a for engaging the meshing teeth 40b of the lower cam 
assembly 40 is received within and threadably coupled to an end of the lower retaining 
sleeve 48 that defines a passage 50b at one end for receiving an end of the lower 
mandrel 34. a passage 50c having a reduced inside diameter at another end, a plurality 
of radial passages 50d at the other end, and includes an internal flange 50e and a 
torsional coupling SOT at the other end that includes a plurality of torsional coupling 
members 50fa. During operation, the meshing teeth 40b of the lower cam assembly 40 
transmit toque loads to and from the meshing teeth 50a of the float shoe adaptor. 
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50 retebve «o me iower mandrel 34 k stopped whan me a,op « 54 impacts me Jng 
6oga 56. At «. point as Abated In Pig, ,7a and 12b, me appa ralus „ J^Z 
be removed from the interior of me expandable tubular member 66. 

30 fo m comptate radia, expansion « ^ defomaBon „ ^ J 
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packer cups, 24 and 28, and the expansion cone segments is exposed to the 
expansion fluid pressure; and (3) the expansion cone segments can be run down 
through the expandable tubular member, prior to radial expansion, and then the 
expansion cone segments can be expanded. 

In several alternative embodiments, resilient members such as, for example, spring 
elements are coupled to the upper and lower expansion cone segments, 44 and 46, for 
resiliently biasing the expansion cone segments towards the expanded or collapsed 
position. 



In several alternative embodiments, the placement of the upper and lower expansion 
cone segments, 44 and 46, in an expanded or collapsed position is reversible as 
disclosed in PCT patent application serial no. PCT Y / attorney docket no. 

25791.88.02, filed on , the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by 

15 reference. 
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In several alternative embodiments, a small gap is provided between the upper and 
lower expansion cone segments, 44 and 46, when positioned in the expanded 
condition that varies from about .005 to .030 inches. 



An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable tubular 
member has been described that includes an upper tubular support member defining a 
first passage, one or more cup seals coupled to the exterior surface of the upper 
tubular support member for sealing an interface between the upper tubular support 
25 member and the expandable tubular member, an upper cam assembly coupled to the 
upper tubular support member comprising: a tubular base coupled to the upper tubular 
support member, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a 
downward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality 
of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam 
assembly and pivotally coupled to the tubular support member, a lower tubular support 
member defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to the first passage releasably 
coupled to the upper tubular support member, a lower cam assembly coupled to the 
lower tubular support member comprising: a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular 
support member, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an 

20 



upward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates 
with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone 
segments, wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly, and a plurality of lower expansion 
cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the lower cam assembly, each lower 
expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the lower tubular support member and 
mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper 
cam assembly, wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the 
upper expansion cone segments, and wherein the upper and lower expansion cone 
segments together define an arcuate spherical external surface for plastically 
deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the upper tubular support member includes: a safety collar, a torque plate 
coupled to the safety collar including a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
meshing teeth at an end, an upper mandrel including a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced apart meshing teeth at one end for engaging the meshing teeth of the torque 
plate and an external flange at another end, and a lower mandrel coupled to the 
external flange of the upper mandrel including an external flange including a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth. In an exemplary embodiment, the 
tubular base of the upper cam assembly includes a plurality of circumferentially spaced 
apart meshing teeth for engaging the meshing teeth of the external flange of the lower 
mandrel. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus further includes a stop nut 
coupled to an end of the lower mandrel for limiting the movement of the lower tubular 
member relative to the lower mandrel. In an exemplary embodiment, the apparatus 
further includes locking dogs coupled to the lower mandrel. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the lower tubular support member includes: a float shoe adapter including 
a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth at one end. an internal 
flange, and a torsional coupling at another end, a lower retaining sleeve coupled to an 
end of the float shoe adapter including an internal flange for pivotally engaging the 
lower expansion cone segments, and a retaining sleeve received within the float shoe 
adapter releasably coupled to the upper tubular support member. In an exemplary 
embodiment, an end of the retaining sleeve abuts an end of the tubular base of the 
lower cam assembly. In an exemplary embodiment, the tubular base of the lower cam 
assembly includes a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth for 
engaging the meshing teeth of the float shoe adaptor. In an exemplary embodiment, 
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upper mandrel including an externa, flange including a plurality of deferentially 
spaced apart meshing teeth, a stop nut coupled to an end of the lower mandrel an 
upper retaining sleeve coupled to the lower mandrel including an interna, flange, one or 
more cup seals coupled to the upper mandre. for sealing an interface between the 
upper mandre. and the expandable tubu.ar member, an upper cam assembly coupled 
to the lower mandrel including: a tubular base including a p.urality of circumferentially 
spaced apart meshing teeth for engaging the meshing teeth of the externa, flange of 
the lower mandrel, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a 
downward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality 
of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam 
assembly and pivotally coupled to the interna, flange of the upper retaining sleeve, a 
float shoe adapter induding a p.urality of circumferential^ spaced apart meshing teeth 
at one end, an internal flange, and a torsional coupling at another end, a lower 
retaking s.eeve coupled to an end of the float shoe adapter induding an internal 
flange, a retaining sleeve received within the float shoe adapter, one or more shear 
P-ns for releasably coupling the retaining sleeve to the stop nut, a lower cam assembly 
coupled to the float shoe adapter induding: a tubular base including a plurality of 
arcumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth for engaging the meshing teeth of the 
float shoe adapter, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an 
upward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an indined surface that mates 
w.th the indined surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone 
segments, wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly, a plurality of lower expansion cone 
segments interleaved with cam arms of the .ower cam assemb^. each lower expansion 
cone segment pivotally coupled to the interna, flange of the lower retaining sleeve and 
mat,ng with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper 
cam assemb*. a float shoe releasably coupled to the torsional coupling of the float 
shoe adaptor, and an expandable tubular member coupled to the float shoe and 
supported by and movab.y coupled to the upper and lower expansion cone segments 
where-n the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overiap the upper 
expansion cone segments, wherein the upper and .ower expansion cone segments 
together define an arcuate spherical external surface for P .astica..y defending and 
rad,a..y expanding the expandable tubular member, wherein each upper expansion 
cone segment includes: an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface 
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including a hinge groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to 
the upper tubular support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces, an 
intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces and an 
arcuate conical lower surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper 
5 and lower surfaces, wherein each lower expansion cone segment includes: an inner 
portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge groove for 
pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower tubular support 
member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces, an intermediate portion defining 
arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces and an arcuate conical lower surface, 
10 and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces, wherein 
each upper expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal direction from the 
intermediate portion to the outer portion, and wherein each lower expansion cone 
segment is tapered in the longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the 
outer portion. 
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A collapsible expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes an upper 
tubular support member including an internal flange, an upper cam assembly coupled 
to the upper tubular support member including: a tubular base coupled to the upper 
support member, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a 
downward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality 
of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam 
assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper tubular support 
member, a lower tubular support member including an internal flange, one or more 
frangible couplings for releasably coupling the upper and lower tubular support 
members, a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member 
including: a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and a plurality 
of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal direction, each 
cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined surface of a 
corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments, wherein the cams arms of 
the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and overlap the cam arms of the lower 
cam assembly, and a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam 
arms of the lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally 
coupled to the internal flange of the lower tubular support member and mating with the 
inclined surface of a coiTesponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly, 
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wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expansion cone segments, and wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments 
together define an arcuate spherical external surface for plastically deforming and 
radially expanding the expandable tubular member. In an exemplary embodiment, 
each upper expansion cone segment includes: an inner portion defining an arcuate 
cylindrical upper surface including a hinge groove for pivotally coupling the upper 
expansion cone segment to the upper tubular support member and arcuate cylindrical 
lower surfaces, an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper 
surfaces and an arcuate conical lower surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate 
cylindrical upper and lower surfaces, and wherein each lower expansion cone segment 
includes: an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a 
hinge groove for pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower 
tubular support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces, an intermediate portion 
defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces and an arcuate conical lower 
1 5 surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces. In 
an exemplary embodiment, each upper expansion cone segment is tapered in the 
longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion, and wherein 
each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal direction from the 
intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

20 

A collapsible expansion cone assembly has also been described that includes an upper 
tubular support member including an internal flange, an upper cam assembly coupled 
to the upper tubular support member including: a tubular base coupled to the upper 
support member, and a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a 

25 downward longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface, a plurality 
of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of the upper cam 
assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper tubular support 
member, a lower tubular support member including an internal flange, one or more 
frangible couplings for releasably coupling the upper and lower tubular support 

30 members, a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member 
including: a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and a plurality 
of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal direction, each 
cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined surface of a 
corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments, wherein the cams arms of 
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the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and overlap the cam arms of the lower 
cam assembly, and a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam 
arms of the lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally 
coupled to the internal flange of the lower tubular support member and mating with the 
.nchned surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly 
wherem the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expans.cn cone segments, wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments 
together define an arcuate spherical external surface for p.astically deforming and 
rad.ally expanding the expandable tubular member, wherein each upper expansion 
cone segment includes: an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface 
.ncludmg a hinge groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to 
the upper tubular support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces an 
mtermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and sphenca. upper surfaces and an 
arcuate conical lower surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper 
and lower surfaces, wnerein each lower expansion cone segment includes: an inner 
portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge groove for 
p.votally coupling the .ower expansion cone segment to the lower tubu.ar support 
member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces, an intermediate portion defining 
arcuate cylindrical and spherica. upper surfaces and an arcuate conical lower surface 
and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces, wherein 
each upper expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal direction from the 
intermediate portion to the outer portion, and wherein each .ower expansion cone 
segment is tapered in the longitudina. direction from the intermediate portion to the 
outer portion. 

An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable tubular 
member has ateo been described that includes a tubu.ar support member, a collapsible 
expansion cone coupled to the tubular support member, an expandable tubufer 
member coupled to the collapsibte expansion cone, means for displacing the 
collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable tubular member, and means for 
collapsing the expansion cone. In an exemp.ary embodiment, the tubular support 
member includes an upper tubular support member including an internal flange and a 
lower tubular support member including an internal flange, wherein the expansion cone 
includes: an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
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with the inclined surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam 
assembly, means for moving the upper cam assembly away from the lower expansion 
cone segments, and means for moving the lower cam assembly away from the upper 
expansion cone segments. In an exemplary embodiment, the upper and lower 
expansion cone segments together define an arcuate spherical external surface. In an 
exemplary embodiment, each upper expansion cone segment includes: an inner 
portion defining an arcuate upper surface and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces, an 
intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces and an 
arcuate conical lower surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper 
and lower surfaces, and wherein each lower expansion cone segment includes: an 
inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface and arcuate cylindrical lower 
surfaces, an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper 
surfaces and an arcuate conical lower surface, and an outer portion defining arcuate 
cyl.ndrical upper and lower surfaces. In an exemplary embodiment, each upper 
expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal direction from the intermediate 
portion to the outer portion, and each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the 
longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable tubular 
member has also been described that includes supporting the expandable tubular 
member using a tubular support member and a collapsible expansion cone, injecting a 
fluidic material into the tubular support member, sensing the operating pressure of the 
injected fluidic material within a first interior portion of the tubular support member, 
displacing the collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable tubular member 
when the sensed operating pressure of the injected fluidic material exceeds a 
predetermined level within the first interior portion of the tubular support member, 
sensing the operating pressure of the injected fluidic material within a second interior 
portion of the tubular support member, and collapsing the collapsible expansion cone 
when the sensed operating pressure of the injected fluidic material exceeds a 
predetermined level within the second interior portion of the tubular support member. 
In an exemplary embodiment, the method further includes: pulling the collapsible 
expansion cone through the expandable tubular member when the sensed operating 
pressure of the injected fluidic material exceeds a predetermined level within the first 
interior portion of the tubular support member. In an exemplary embodiment, pulling 
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enclosure. In some instances, some features of the present invention may be 
employed without a corresponding use of the other features. Accordingly it is 
appropriate that the appended claims be construed broadly and in a manner consistent 
with the scope of the invention. 
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Claims 

1. An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 

5 an upper tubular support member defining a first passage; 

one or more cup seals coupled to the exterior surface of the upper tubular 
support member for sealing an interface between the upper tubular support member 
and the expandable tubular member, and 

an adjustable expansion device coupled to the upper tubular support member 
10 adapted to be controllably adjusted between a smaller outside diameter and a larger 
outside diameter. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the adjustable expansion device comprises: 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
15 comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper tubular support member, and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
20 the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the upper tubular support member, 

a lower tubular support member defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to 
the first passage releasably coupled to the upper tubular support member; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and 
25 a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 

direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 
30 a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 

lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding 
one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly. 
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3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave 
and overlap the upper expansion cone segments; and wherein the upper and lower 
expansion cone segments together define an arcuate spherical external surface for 
plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member. 
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1. An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 

an upper tubular support member defining a first passage; 

one or more cup seals coupled to the exterior surface of the upper tubular 
support member for sealing an interface between the upper tubular support member 
and the expandable tubular member; 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper tubular support member, and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the tubular support member, 

a lower tubular support member defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to 
the first passage releasably coupled to the upper tubular support member, 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding 
one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; 

wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expansion cone segments; and 

wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments together define an 
arcuate spherical external surface for plastically deforming and radially expanding the 
expandable tubular member. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the upper tubular support member comprises: 
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a safety collar; 

a torque plate coupled to the safety collar comprising a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth at an end; 

an upper mandrel comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
5 meshing teeth at one end for engaging the meshing teeth of the torque plate and an 
external flange at another end; and 

a lower mandrel coupled to the external flange of the upper mandrel comprising 
an external flange comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing 
teeth. 

10 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the tubular base of the upper cam assembly 
comprises a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth for engaging the 
meshing teeth of the external flange of the lower mandrel. 

15 4. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 

a stop nut coupled to an end of the lower mandrel for limiting the movement of 
the lower tubular member relative to the lower mandrel. 

5. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 
20 locking dogs coupled to the lower mandrel. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the lower tubular support member comprises: 

a float shoe adapter comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
meshing teeth at one end, an internal flange, and a torsional coupling at another end; 
25 a lower retaining sleeve coupled to an end of the float shoe adapter comprising 

an internal flange for pivotally engaging the lower expansion cone segments; and 

a retaining sleeve received within the float shoe adapter releasably coupled to 
the upper tubular support member. 

30 7. The apparatus of claim 6. wherein an end of the retaining sleeve abuts an end of 
the tubular base of the lower cam assembly. 
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8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the tubular base of the lower cam assembly 
comprises a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth for engaging the 
meshing teeth of the float shoe adaptor. 

5 9. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising: 

a float shoe releasably coupled to the torsional coupling of the float shoe adaptor; 

and 

an expandable tubular member coupled to the float shoe and supported by and 
movably coupled to the upper and lower expansion cone segments. 

10 

1 0. The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

one or more shear pins coupled between the upper tubular support member and 
the lower tubular support member. 

15 11. The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a stop member coupled to the upper tubular support member for limiting 
movement of the upper tubular support member relative to the lower tubular support 
member. 

20 1 2. The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a float shoe releasably coupled to the lower tubular support member that defines 
a valveable passage; and 

an expandable tubular member coupled to the float shoe and supported by and 
movably coupled to the upper and lower expansion cone segments. 

25 

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each upper expansion cone segment 
comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to the upper tubular 
30 support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; and 
wherein each lower expansion cone segment comprises: 
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an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower tubular 
support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein each upper expansion cone segment is 
tapered in the longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion; 
and wherein each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

15. An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 

a safety collar; 

a torque plate coupled to the safety collar comprising a plurality of 
circumferentially spaced apart meshing teeth at an end; 

an upper mandrel comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
meshing teeth at one end for engaging the meshing teeth of the torque plate and an 
external flange at another end; 

a lower mandrel coupled to the external flange of the upper mandrel comprising 
an external flange comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing 
teeth; 

a stop nut coupled to an end of the tower mandrel; 

an upper retaining sleeve coupled to the lower mandrel comprising an internal 
flange; 

one or more cup seals coupled to the upper mandrel for sealing an interface 
between the upper mandrel and the expandable tubular member, 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the tower mandrel comprising: 

a tubular base comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing 
teeth for engaging the meshing teeth of the external flange of the tower mandrel; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 
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a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper 
retaining sleeve; 

a float shoe adapter comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart 
5 meshing teeth at one end, an internal flange, and a torsional coupling at another end; 

a lower retaining sleeve coupled to an end of the float shoe adapter comprising 
an internal flange; 

a retaining sleeve received within the float shoe adapter; 

one or more shear pins for releasably coupling the retaining sleeve to the stop 

10 nut; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the float shoe adapter comprising: 

a tubular base comprising a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart meshing 
teeth for engaging the meshing teeth of the float shoe adapter; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
15 direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
20 lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
internal flange of the lower retaining sleeve and mating with the inclined surface of a 
corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; 

a float shoe releasably coupled to the torsional coupling of the float shoe adaptor 

and 

25 an expandable tubular member coupled to the float shoe and supported by and 

movably coupled to the upper and lower expansion cone segments; 

wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expansion cone segments; 

wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments together define an 
30 arcuate spherical external surface for plastically deforming and radially expanding the 
expandable tubular member 

wherein each upper expansion cone segment comprises: 
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an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to the upper tubular 
support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
5 and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower tubular 
10 support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; . 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; 

wherein each upper expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
15 direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion; and 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

1 6. A collapsible expansion cone assembly comprising: 
20 an upper tubular support member comprising an internal flange; 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper support member; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
25 longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper 
tubular support member; 

a lower tubular support member comprising an internal flange; 
30 one or more frangible couplings for releasably coupling the upper and lower 

tubular support members; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and 
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a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
internal flange of the lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; 

wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expansion cone segments; and 

wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments together define an 
arcuate spherical external surface for plastically deforming and radially expanding the 
expandable tubular member. 

17. The assembly of claim 16, wherein each upper expansion cone segment 
comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to the upper tubular 
support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; and 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower tubular 
support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces. 

18. The assembly of claim 16, wherein each upper expansion cone segment is 
tapered in the longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion; 
and 
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wherein each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

19. A collapsible expansion cone assembly, comprising: 
5 an upper tubular support member comprising an internal flange; 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper support member; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
1 0 longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper 
tubular support member; 

a lower tubular support member comprising an internal flange; 
15 one or more frangible couplings for releasably coupling the upper and lower 

tubular support members; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member, and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
20 direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
25 lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
internal flange of the lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; 

wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave and overlap the upper 
expansion cone segments; 
30 wherein the upper and lower expansion cone segments together define an 

arcuate spherical external surface for plastically deforming and radially expanding the 
expandable tubular member; 

wherein each upper expansion cone segment comprises: 
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an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the upper expansion cone segment to the upper tubular 
support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
5 and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface including a hinge 
groove for pivotally coupling the lower expansion cone segment to the lower tubular 
1 0 support member and arcuate cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; 

wherein each upper expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
15 direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion; and 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

20. An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable 
20 tubular member, comprising: 

a tubular support member; 

a collapsible expansion cone coupled to the tubular support member; 
an expandable tubular member coupled to the collapsible expansion cone; 
means for displacing the collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable 
25 tubular member; and 

means for collapsing the expansion cone. 

21. The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the tubular support member comprises an 
upper tubular support member comprising an internal flange and a lower tubular 

30 support member comprising an internal flange; wherein the expansion cone comprises: 
an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper support member, and 

41 



o 



a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the internal flange of the upper 
5 tubular support member; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
10 surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
15 internal flange of the lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; and 
wherein the apparatus further comprises: 

means for releasably coupling the upper tubular support member to the lower 
tubular support member; and 
20 means for limiting movement of the upper tubular support member relative to the 

lower tubular support member. 

22. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: 

means for pivoting the upper expansion cone segments; and 
25 means for pivoting the lower expansion cone segments. 

23. The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: 

means for pulling the collapsible expansion cone through the expandable tubular 
member. 

30 

24. A collapsible expansion cone, comprising: 
an upper cam assembly comprising: 

a tubular base; and 
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a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly; 
5 a lower cam assembly comprising: 

a tubular base; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

10 wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 

overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment mating with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly; 

15 means for moving the upper cam assembly away from the lower expansion cone 

segments; and 

means for moving the lower cam assembly away from the upper expansion cone 
segments. 

20 25. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the upper and lower expansion cone 
segments together define an arcuate spherical external surface. 

26. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein each upper expansion cone segment 
comprises: 

25 an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface and arcuate 

cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 

an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces; and 
30 wherein each lower expansion cone segment comprises: 

an inner portion defining an arcuate cylindrical upper surface and arcuate 
cylindrical lower surfaces; 

an intermediate portion defining arcuate cylindrical and spherical upper surfaces 
and an arcuate conical lower surface; and 
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an outer portion defining arcuate cylindrical upper and lower surfaces. 

27. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein each upper expansion cone segment is 
tapered in the longitudinal direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion; 
and 

wherein each lower expansion cone segment is tapered in the longitudinal 
direction from the intermediate portion to the outer portion. 

28. A method of radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable tubular 
member, comprising: 

supporting the expandable tubular member using a tubular support member and 
a collapsible expansion cone; 

injecting a fluidic material into the tubular support member; 

sensing the operating pressure of the injected fluidic material within a first interior 
portion of the tubular support member; 

displacing the collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable tubular 
member when the sensed operating pressure of the injected fluidic material exceeds a 
predetermined level within the first interior portion of the tubular support member, 

sensing the operating pressure of the injected fluidic material within a second 
interior portion of the tubular support member; and 

collapsing the collapsible expansion cone when the sensed operating pressure of 
the injected fluidic material exceeds a predetermined level within the second interior 
portion of the tubular support member. 

29. The method of claim 28, further comprising: 

pulling the collapsible expansion cone through the expandable tubular member 
when the sensed operating pressure of the injected fluidic material exceeds a 
predetermined level within the first interior portion of the tubular support member. 

30. The method of claim 29 f wherein pulling the collapsible expansion cone through 
the expandable tubular member comprises: 

coupling one or more cup seals to the tubular support member above the 
collapsible expansion cone; 
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pressuring the interior of the expandable tubular member below the cup seals; 

and 

pulling the collapsible expansion cone through the expandable tubular member 
using the cup seals. 

31. The method of claim 28, wherein the tubular support member comprises an 
upper tubular support member and a lower tubular support member, and wherein 
collapsing the collapsible expansion cone comprises displacing the upper tubular 
member relative to the lower tubular support member. 



32. The method of daim 31 , wherein the collapsible expansion cone comprises: 
an upper cam assembly comprising: 
a tubular base; and 

a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 
1 5 longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the upper tubular support member; 
a lower cam assembly comprising: 

a tubular base; and 

20 a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 

direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

25 a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 

lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 
lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding 
one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly. 
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Amendments to the claims have been filed as follows 



1. An apparatus for radially expanding and plastically deforming an expandable 
tubular member, comprising: 

5 an upper tubular support member defining a first passage; 

one or more cup seals coupled to the exterior surface of the upper tubular 
support member for sealing an interface between the upper tubular support member 
and the expandable tubular member; 

a collapsible expansion cone coupled to the upper tubular support member; 
10 means for displacing the collapsible expansion cone relative to the expandable 

tubular member; and 

means for collapsing the collapsible expansion cone; 

wherein the expandable tubular member is coupled to the collapsible expansion 

cone. 

15 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the collapsible expansion cone comprises: 

an upper cam assembly coupled to the upper tubular support member 
comprising: 

a tubular base coupled to the upper tubular support member; and 
20 a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in a downward 

longitudinal direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface; 

a plurality of upper expansion cone segments interleaved with the cam arms of 
the upper cam assembly and pivotally coupled to the upper tubular support member; 
a lower tubular support member defining a second passage fluidicly coupled to 
25 the first passage releasably coupled to the upper tubular support member; 

a lower cam assembly coupled to the lower tubular support member comprising: 
a tubular base coupled to the lower tubular support member; and 
a plurality of cam arms extending from the tubular base in an upward longitudinal 
direction, each cam arm defining an inclined surface that mates with the inclined 
30 surface of a corresponding one of the upper expansion cone segments; 

wherein the cams arms of the upper cam assembly are interleaved with and 
overlap the cam arms of the lower cam assembly; and 

a plurality of lower expansion cone segments interleaved with cam arms of the 
lower cam assembly, each lower expansion cone segment pivotally coupled to the 



lower tubular support member and mating with the inclined surface of a corresponding 
one of the cam arms of the upper cam assembly. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the lower expansion cone segments interleave 
and overlap the upper expansion cone segments; and wherein the upper and lower 
expansion cone segments together define an arcuate spherical external surface for 
plastically deforming and radially expanding the expandable tubular member. 




Offic e B 

For Innovation 



Application No: 
Claims searched: 



GB0506699.8 
1-3 



Examiner: Alan Jones 
Date of search: 26 June 2006 



Patents Act 1977: Search Report under Section 17 
Documents considered to be relevant: 



Category 


Relevant 
to claims 


Identity of document and passage or figure of particular relevance 


A 




US3245471 A 

(HOWARD) See e.g. tubular support 15, cup seal 21, collapsible 
expansion cone 17, expandable tubular 12 



Categories: 



X Document indicating lack of novelty or inventive A Document indicating technological background and/or state 

of the art 

P Document published on or after the declared priority date but 
before the filing date of this invention. 



step 

Y Document indicating lack of inventive step if 
combined with one or more other documents of 
same category. 

& Member of the same patent family 



E Patent document published on or after, but with priority date 
earlier than, the filing date of this application. 



Field of Search: 

Search of GB, EP, WO & US patent documents classified in the following areas of the UKCT 



E1F 



Worldwide search of patent documents classified in the following areas of the IPC 



E21B 



The following online and other databases have been used in the preparation of this search report 
Online: WPI, EPODOC 



4* 



I dti APT! SERVICE ] 



